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Vale Roy Bridges 

 
 

Roy joined the club in 1978 and was the 10th President of Rotary Chadstone East Malvern. He received Paul 

Harris Fellow recognition in 1990 and in 2018. Roy retired from RCEM in 2020, whereupon he was invited 

to be an Honorary member of the Club. Roy was a senior manager at Toyota. He travelled to Japan regularly 

and was responsible for the relocation of the production assembly plant from Port Melbourne to the new plant 

at Altona. 
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Back Row. L_R Lyndon Joss, Trevor Martyn, George Brice, Mel Gray, Chris Don, Peter Salmon, ?? , Bill Hall 

Centre Row. Roy Bridges, Roy Freeman, Lin Hughes, 

Front Row.   John Walmsley, Don Ellis, Joe Guelin, Ric Tragear, Graham Lee, Brian Nanscawen, Bert Healy 

 

Recollections of Roy 
 

Gregor Howie 

One of my long-lasting memories was working 

with ROY at the Annual Rotary Fair in Central 

Park every year. Roy was “in charge” and I was 

assigned to help him on TRASH & TREASURE. 

Roy had ordered sheets of “iron reinforcing wire” 

from a mate, which were delivered Friday morning. 

They were huge sheets 10 feet long, 6 feet high... 

We then spent the next few hours building a 

CAGE (Roy was very strong) to surround the 

tables of the Trash & Treasure, only allowing 

customers the same Entry & Exit point. 

Then on Friday afternoon we moved stuff already 

collected from the Stonnington Council depot, 

which Bert Healy organised, so as to ready for the 

crowds first thing Saturday morning. 

In those days, the Trash & Treasure was a “big 

money earner”, in the order of over $2,000 at each 

Carnival. 

And after close time on Saturday we stacked the 

mesh on Burke Rd to be collected, and put the items 

not sold into Council bins, followed by loading 

trestle tables onto trailers to be returned to various 

schools. 

Roy was a tireless worker and was there from dawn 

until stumps. The Trash & Treasure was the main 

reason many people turned up to Rotary Fair / 

Carnival.  
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I think David Knight was a team member, and he 

and I did many short trips around Malvern 

collecting “STUFF” for the annual Trash & 

Treasure stall. 

Lyndon Joss 

My father in law Eric Quail became firm friends 

with Roy through membership of RCCEM. Roy’s 

daughter Anne and Eric’s daughter Margaret (Joss) 

both went to MacRobertson Girls High albeit 

several years apart. 

Roy and Eric had common interests in cars, 

machines and equipment. So, it was only natural 

they would spend time together tinkering in their 

garages.  Roy had an extensive machining 

workshop in his garage. 

Roy and Eric were long standing members of the 

Model Engineers Association and would attend 

monthly meetings. There were always animated 

discussions afterwards on what they had seen or 

learnt at these meetings. 

I became friends with Roy through our mutual 

association with Toyota. I was manufacturing 

engine components for Toyota and we would often 

meet and discuss manufacturing methodologies. 

In later years after Roy retired, he was vitally 

interested in what were the developments in 

production systems in my industry. 

He was always there when I needed to borrow some 

tooling from his private workshop or when I 

needed to use one of his machines 

for a project that I could not finish in my home 

workshop. 

I’ll miss Roy and his wise counsel. 

Rod Kenafacke 

Roy got in touch with me to tell me how I should 

be running some activity and my first impression 

was "who is this grumpy old bugger telling me 

what to do"?  
 

Funnily enough as I got to know Roy and respect 

what he'd done in the Club, I figured out 1) he was 

genuinely trying to help and 2) he was of course 

right! Roy represented the best parts of 'old-school' 

- tradition, history and longevity.  

 

Presenting Roy a Paul Harris recognition on behalf 

of the Club remains a stand-out.  

 

 
 

From the President 

The latest ‘Morning tea with the DG’ featured 

Ambulance Victoria with CEO Tony Walker 

talking about their ‘Shocktober’ campaign across 

the month of October and ‘Restart a Heart Day’ on 

16 October. Stoptober draws attention to the 

incidence of cardiac arrest and instilling 

community confidence in performing CPR and use 

of AED’s. There are some 6,000 AED’s currently 

registered across Victoria. As Ambulance Victoria 

say – 

Each year, Ambulance Victoria attends more than 

5500 cardiac arrests in the community. 

Unfortunately, only one in 10 survive. 

For every minute defibrillation is delayed, the 

chance of survival for a person in cardiac arrest 

decreases by nine percent. The early use of a 
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defibrillator by members of the public can 

significantly increase a person’s chances of 

survival. 

That’s why we need you to register the location of 

your Automated External Defibrillator (AED) with 

us. This small but important step can help link 

AEDs in communities across Victoria with people 

who need them when they need them. 

IPDG Grant Hocking is one of Ambulance 

Victoria’s Regional Improvement Leads and his 

Rotary ‘Calls to Action’ were to identify the AED’s 

in our community and ensure they are registered; 

support the introduction of new AED’s (funding 

assistance where possible) and get them registered; 

and, learn CPR by joining online sessions. As he 

put it, to improve survival “call (Ambulance 

responders will talk you through every 

step), push (administer CPR), and shock (use a 

AED)”.  https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au  and r

egister.myaed@ambulance.vic.gov.au 

PDG Julie Mason spoke of the Rotary Leadership 

Program now being available online. This four-part 

program, as a Rotary learning initiative, is as much 

for new members and others wanting to know more 

about our Rotary organisation as it is for 

experienced Rotarians. District are running the new 

program on November 8, 15 and 22 and anyone 

interested needs to register by this Friday 23 

October with Jane Pennington 

jane.pennington@bigpond.com  Places are limited. 

https://rotraydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/learning-

and-development/rotary-leadership-institute 

The other key presenter was Robert Pradolin, the 

founder of Housing for all Australians. HAA’s 

single mission is harness the ability of the private 

sector and collaborate to address the chronic 

shortage of affordable housing. 

https://www.housingallaustralians.org.au 

Please come prepared to celebrate our 45th Birthday 

on Wednesday evening and let’s capture some 

great screen shots for our website. 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

Wednesday 21st October 

Elizabeth Reiss 

Fundraising - Rotary Club of James 

City County USA 
 

RCEM Online Shop 

https://rccem-onlineshop.square.site/ 

All funds raised at the RCEM On-line shop are 

going into the service account where they can 

be used for future projects! 

 

Don’t forget to visit the shop to purchase 

tickets for our weekly raffle!  

This week GF essentials. 

 
 

End Polio Now 

Walk with Us. 

 
 

https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/
mailto:register.myaed@ambulance.vic.gov.au
mailto:register.myaed@ambulance.vic.gov.au
mailto:jane.pennington@bigpond.com
https://rotraydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/learning-and-development/rotary-leadership-institute
https://rotraydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/learning-and-development/rotary-leadership-institute
https://www.housingallaustralians.org.au/
https://rccem-onlineshop.square.site/
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Thanks to all those who are walking – Sandi, Lyle, 

Raj Susarla, Louise, Paul, Alick, Frank, Lorraine, 

Sue and Cheryl. 

 

And of course, thank you to all our sponsors! 

 

https://www.rotarywalkwithus.org/fundrais

ers/thechaddychatters 

 

 
 

Sleep Out for Avalon Centre 

Friday 27th November 

 

 

Sleep Out and raise funds 

for Avalon Centre. 

Calling all RCEM members to sleep rough 
on Friday 27th November in your backyard, on 

your balcony, or wherever you can without 
breaching COVID-19 restrictions.  

As members know we have been supporting the 

Avalon Centre and the work they do in providing 

homes and comfort for the homeless. 

 

This year our support is in the form of a fundraising 

activity – on Friday 27th November we will be 

sleeping rough to raise money for Avalon.  

 

You can spend the night in a sleeping bag in your 

backyard, on your balcony, or in the garage. Or you 

can couch surf.  

 

Rotary in Harmony 

 
 

District 9800 Business Breakfast 

 

https://www.rotarywalkwithus.org/fundraisers/thechaddychatters
https://www.rotarywalkwithus.org/fundraisers/thechaddychatters
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Covid Innovation 

 


