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From the President 

Tania Aisbett 

 
Our speaker Alexandra Murray spoke to us about 

biodiversity and the urban environment in 

Stonnington.   

 

Surprisingly Stonnington has the least amount of 

open space of any local government area in 

Victoria, which poses challenges to Alex and her 

team.  Luckily two important waterways run 

through this area which host an important 

biodiversity corridor in Melbourne.   

 

Biodiversity is the variety and variability of life on 

earth.  Australia has over 28,000 unique native 

species found nowhere else in the world.  Scientists 

expect that there are far more yet undiscovered 

species we are unaware about.  Unfortunately, this 

uniqueness means that when we lose a species, it 

means it is lost to the world.  Australia has the 

highest rate of mammalian extinction in the world 

in the last 200 years.  A further 1,800 species are 

currently at risk of extinction.   The causes of this 

level of extinction is habitat loss along with 

invasive and feral species.   

 

 
 

Alex’s team look for new ways to support habitat 

and one of the latest ideas is from the Arborist 

team.  They are taking dying trees and cutting in 

nooks and crannies to support wildlife.  Even our 

own Paul Rake (a unique species indeed! Ed.)  

made it into the biodiversity section on the 

Community Tree Planting Day. 
 

For more information about biodiversity, click on 

this link: 

https://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Live/Sustaina

bility/Biodiversity/Backyard-Biodiversity 
 

To subscribe to their newsletter to hear about 

events, sustainability news, Gardiners Creek 

Master plan, living sustainably etc. use this link: 

stonnington.vic.gov.au/Live/Sustainability/Enviro

nment-news-and-events 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Wednesday 4th December 

 

Speakers: Konrad & Mimi Ermert – 

Aphasia Victoria 

 
 

Konrad is Secretary of Aphasia Victoria and is 

seeking to spread knowledge in the community 

about the nature and effects of Aphasia.  

 

His wife Mimi suffered a stroke in 2013 and has 

been affected by Aphasia since that time. 

 

Aphasia is an impairment of language, affecting the 

production or comprehension of speech and the 

ability to read or write. Aphasia is always due to 

injury to the brain-most commonly from a stroke, 

particularly in older individuals. 

 

Welcome: Janet & George 

 

Chair: Frank 

 

Sergeant: Richard 
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Wednesday 11th December 

RCEM Christmas Party 

4 Wilton Vale Cres 

Malvern East 

From 6:00pm 

BYO Grog & Glass 

 

The week that was 

 
Happy Birthday P.E. Frank! 

 

Christmas Cakes and Puddings 

We have cakes and puddings available - If you 

would like to purchase Cakes or Puddings, please 

contact Richard.  

 
 

Christmas Trees – save the dates: 

Deliveries – Sat 7th and Sat 14th 

December 
 

Our Christmas Tree sales are quite slow so far – 

please contact friends, family and colleagues to see 

if they would like a tree. Richard has the order form 

and details. 

We will need help on the Fridays (6th and 13th) to 

go to Warragul to collect the trees. And on Saturday 

7th and 14th for deliveries. 

 

Dates for your diary! 

Thursday 5th December – Homeland Story @ 

Palace Balwyn for End Trachoma Now. 

Saturday 7th December – Christmas Trees 
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Wednesday 11th December – RCEM Christmas 

Party 

Saturday 14th December – Christmas Trees 

Sunday 21st December – Bunnings BBQ 

Wednesday 22nd January – RCEM Return at 

George Pepperell Gazebo (TH King Oval) 

Saturday 22nd February – Australian Henley 

Regatta BBQ 

Thursday 5th March – Women in Rotary 

International Women’s Day Breakfast. 

Sunday 22nd March – RCEM Family Fun Day 

Updated Club Shirts 

 

Don’t forget to let Tania know your short size for 

the new club T-shirts! Please let Tania know by 

13th December.  

 

Ladies 

http://rdusupplies.com.au/rotary-united-ladies-

polo-shirt/ 

 

Men 

http://rdusupplies.com.au/rotary-united-mens-

polo-shirt/ 

 

Women in Rotary 

International Women’s Day Breakfast 

Thursday 5th March 
 

 
 

 

Please join End Trachoma now for HOMELAND 

STORY – Bookings 

 https://www.trybooking.com/BGJTC 

 

Rotary in Turkey! 

When you are the Editor of the CC and you are on 

the far side of the world, and you spy a Rotary sign. 

You smile a wry smile because you have just found 

your page 4 content…! 

Please see over… 
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Perge is an ancient city just out of Antalya, on the 

southern coast of Turkey. According to Greek 

mythology the legendary origins of Perge date back 

to the 13th century BC, when Greek immigrants 

arrived in Pamphylia, traversing Asia Minor after 

the Trojan War. 

The ruins of Perge are remarkably well preserved, 

and evidently the local Rotary Club has played a 

role in the preservation and maintenance of the 

ruins. 

 
The earliest archaeological finds from the area of 

the acropolis of Perge are dated to the end of the 

fifth millennium BC. The oldest traces of 

continuous settlement begin in the third 

millennium BC and demonstrate that the city 

existed until the Byzantine era. 

 
 

A little hard to see in the photo below, but there are 

greenhouses not more than 1km from the preserved 

city. We later visited the Antalya Museum where 

there are numerous statues and other items from 

Perge, including an entire marble sarcophagus 

which was discovered by a farmer ploughing a 

nearby field!  

 


