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From the President 

 

Last Saturdays ‘coffee chat’ was every bit that.. lots 

of chat, plenty of good humour and rounded out by 

Cheryl playing a piece from Tchaikovsky on the 

piano. With all these zoom sessions, everyone can 

participate to the extent they want to, joining and 

leaving the chat as it suits. Thanks to Sandi for 

again hosting and inviting all to share positive 

aspects of their week. 

During a zoom session yesterday someone told the 

joke about a couple standing in the kitchen looking 

at a large map of the world. Handing 3 darts to his 

partner he said ‘wherever your throws land, we will 

visit each after lockdown, for a holiday. 3 throws 

later … ‘looks like we will be staying behind the 

fridge’. 

Bevan Warner delivered a very interesting talk at 

the Cluster Meeting last week reminding us that 

homelessness can be solved – with homes. The 

objective should not be to make homelessness more 

tolerable. He also advised that homelessness is an 

experience that some people endure. Many people 

have marriage breakdowns, mental health issues, 

addictions or experience violence. Some of them 

become homeless. While 2,000 long term homeless 

are now in accommodation as a result of  Covid, 

the next cohort are likely coming to the streets 

when the current JobKeeper/Seeker support is 

would back. 

As noted by RC Prahran President, Susie Cole 

towards the end of Bevan’s presentation last week 

there is plenty of opportunity for Rotary to work 

alongside Launch Housing, Avalon and others. 

There is a lot of interest in this amongst our Cluster 

Clubs and let’s look forward to ‘getting out there’ 

before too long. 

This week we have Richard Elkington as our guest 

speaker talking about Victorian regional 

development. Regional Development Victoria 

(https://www.rdv.vic.gov.au) notes all 48 regional 

and rural council areas across the state are covered 

within the five regions and ten regional cities. 

Gippsland is one of the five regions. Richard is a 

long-term resident of the Latrobe Valley, and as an 

engineer, had a long career in the power industry. I 

have asked Richard to elaborate on his own 

involvement in supporting regional development at 

a local level and also engagement with State and 

Federal governments. For the benefit of us city folk 

I have asked to shed some light on why regional 

development is so important and what needs to be 

done in future.  As with all our speakers please 

invite friends and associates to join us. 

Rotary Chadstone East Malvern Zoom 

Meeting – each Wednesday. 
 

RCEM Weekly Meeting 

6:15pm for 6:30pm 

 https://zoom.us/j/91258547029 - simply click on 
this link and it will take you to the Zoom Meeting. 
 

Meeting ID: 912 5854 7029 

Password:    027220 
 

By phone:      03 7018 2005  
Meeting ID:   912 5854 7029 

Password:      027220 
 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

Wednesday 19th August 
Richard Elkington 

 
 

Richard Elkington is Chair of Regional 

Development Australia Gippsland and Director of 

https://www.rdv.vic.gov.au/
https://zoom.us/j/91258547029?pwd=cEZiYjNzUEYrdTNZTHE4Yk9nbmJ4UT09
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Paradise Consulting. Richard has also been an 

Executive Councillor of the Victorian Chamber of 

Commerce since 1999 and has vast governance 

experience and knowledge of the energy sector 

having previously been a General Manager of Loy 

Yang Power Ltd. Richard is passionate about 

Gippsland and the continued use of its vast energy 

resources. 

Wednesday 26th August 
Rohan Ogier 

Major Projects Manager 

South East Water 

 
 

Wednesday 2nd September 
Dan Rake 

Chief Operating Officer & GM Finance 

Freedom Finance Australia. 

Dan is passionate about helping Australians 

achieve their health, wealth and life goals. Married 

to Fleur, father to four daughters, a bit of an 

exercise fanatic, world traveller, investor, coach 

and mentor to start-up businesses. Dan loves using 

technology  to get to where we want to go quicker 

& more efficiently, to help more people and to 

future-proof our business. 

What's happening in investment markets in a post 

COVID world 

What’s going on with markets? How should you be 

structuring your investments in the current 

environment? How is COVID affecting investment 

markets now? and what will be the impact over the 

next 3 years? Will Trump win the next election (or 

could it even be Kanye?) and what does that mean 

for the global investment outlook? We’ll cover all 

that plus our top 3 tips for managing your 

investments in uncertain times... 

RCEM Online Shop 

https://rccem-onlineshop.square.site/ 

All funds raised at the RCEM On-line shop are 

going into the service account where they can 

be used for future projects! 

 

We have a great selection of re-

usable masks in stock - $15 each. 

 
 

Avalon Centre Update 

The whole world has changed over the past few 

months and Avalon is no exception.   

Our weekly day trips, that gave such enjoyment to 

people with disabilities and mental health issues, 

had to be cancelled.   

The Avalon Drop-In, a day that used to be filled 

with people visiting, now has only the odd visitor 

dropping by to pick up a food parcel or a new set 

of clothes.   

The biggest impact though has been with the 

clothing and bedding distribution services.   With 

the added restrictions we have had to adjust our 

operation.   The days of putting the trolleys out for 

everyone to come and peruse the goods, have gone. 

Now we have a marked off area where people can 

come at a suitable distance and request their 

clothing, bedding, shoes etc.   

https://rccem-onlineshop.square.site/
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With the introduction of mandatory masks, it has 

become difficult to communicate in the same way 

to our friends on the street.   The mask inhibits our 

expressions and often we fail to properly convey a 

responsive and welcoming presence to people who 

desperately need a smile and a chat.   

A lot of the food vans that we meet up with have 

ceased working on the streets and have focused on 

delivering food to the hotels, where many of the 

homeless have been moved.  

Even though numbers have dropped, we find there 

are many people who still require our services.  Not 

everyone wants to go to hotel for whatever reason 

they may have.  These people still need food, 

clothes, bedding and company for their physical 

and mental well-being.    

Avalon and its volunteers will therefore continue to 

go out and offer whatever is needed.  This now 

includes the addition of masks, hand sanitiser and 

food parcels.   

Covid19 has inflicted so much pain on so many.  I 

am pleased that in some small way Avalon is able 

to provide some necessities and fill a hole.  When 

things return closer to normal, everyone will 

appreciate the little things.   

In particular for me, it will be the opportunity to 

offer a warm and welcoming smile.  Along with a 

new pair of underwear! 

For further information about Avalon look at our 

website www.avaloncentre.org.au 

By Debbie @ Avalon 

 

Annual RCEM subscriptions… 
It’s not too late. The Treasurer is very forgiving. He 

knows you meant to do this before the 15th… but it 

was a Saturday and the banks were closed!  
 

$300 by 15 August now please if paying in full. 

½ Yearly (Half Yearly) – Please make a payment 

of $150 by the 15 August 20 and a further $150 by 

the 15 February 2021. 

¼ payments (Quarterly) – Please make a payment 

of $75.00 by the 15 August 20, 15 Nov 20, 15 

February 21 and 15 May 21 

Set up automatic payments in your bank account 

now so he doesn’t have to come after you later! 

District 9800 Business Leaders 

Breakfast 
Our first Business Leaders Breakfast for the year is 

to be held via Zoom on Tuesday 25th August. 

  

The topic is “Building Resilience in Today’s 

Economic Business Environment” and will be 

presented by Michael Byrne who has an impressive 

background at Managing Director/CEO level 

within the supply chain and industrial sectors 

within multi-national organisations.  

  

When Rotary commenced 115 years ago, we as 

members helped each other out vocationally 

through the sharing of ideas.  Today, with 

challenging business settings because of COVID-

19, we must help each other and our business 

friends by connecting and sharing ideas that will 

help build business resilience.  
 

The link for the invitation to the breakfast 

is:  https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/event/seri

es-business-leaders-breakfast-1/ 
 

http://www.avaloncentre.org.au/
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/event/series-business-leaders-breakfast-1
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/event/series-business-leaders-breakfast-1
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Save the Date 
Sunday 13th September – National Tree Planting 

Day with City of Stonnington & Friends of 

Gardiners Creek. 

Friday 13th November – Cambodia Gala Dinner at 

Kooyong Tennis Club. 

Friday 27th November – the inaugural RCEM 

sleepout in support of the Avalon Centre. 

End Trachoma 

 
From 1974, Dr Neville White, a biological 

anthropologist, spent part of each year on the 

Homeland, responding to the community's request 

to resist the threat of mining license claims. 

 

HOMELAND STORY is a moving portrait of a 

resilient and determined community facing the 

challenges of maintaining their Donydji Homeland 

and preserving their vibrant culture. 
 
Friday 21st August. And the booking link 
is: https://www.trybooking.com/BJRSD 
 

Rotary 2020 Virtual Conference 

 

Rotary 2020 Virtual Conference 

Program 

Saturday 19th September 2020 (11.30am - 

1.00pm AEST) 

• Rotary International President Holger Knaack  

• Past Rotary International President and The 

Rotary Foundation Trustee Ian Riseley – The 

Rotary Foundation – the charity of choice for 

Rotarians 

• Past Director Stuart Heal – Winds of Change  

• Showcase - New Zealand Rotary Projects  

• Sarah Brown AM – Continuing story of the 

Purple House 

 

Sunday 20th September 2020 (11.30am - 

1.00pm AEST) 

• Past Rotary International Vice President The 

Rotary Foundation Trustee Jennifer Jones – A 

modern Rotary 

• Past Rotary International President and The 

Rotary Foundation Trustee Barry Rassin – The 

Rotary Foundation, doing good in the world 

• Showcase - Australian Rotary Projects  

• Chair End Polio Now. Past Rotary International 

Vice President and Past The Rotary Foundation 

Trustee Mike McGovern – Eradicating polio in 

the COVID era. 

• Rotary International Director Elect Jessie 

Harman 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJRSD

