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From the President 
 

 
 

Rotarian behind the badge Michele told us about 

her early life near Christchurch, boarding school 

and her love of cooking.  

 

Michele had to work for 2 years before getting a 

place as an apprentice. The 4am starts must have 

been worth it – Michel’s boss was impressed and 

entered her into a cooking competition which she 

won outright. Not to mention she had carved ham 

for the Queen in the President’s room at the 

Christchurch (?) racecourse. 

 

Michele moved to Melbourne managing night 

clubs including Inflation – some club members 

may have been there at the same time? 

Then to London at age 24 where she was a waitress 

which she owns she was not very good at before 

becoming an assistant manager / duty manager and 

then chef at various restaurants in London.  

 

Travel through Europe with American friends, 

which led to work in Atlanta Ga.   

 

On returning to Australia Michele was keen to give 

back to the community after a visit to Cambodia 

made her realise how lucky she was.  Michele has 

been a volunteer with the Vinnies food van each 

Friday for the past 5 years 

 

After stints with Peter Roland Catering and part 

owning a restaurant in Swan St, Michele now 

works in HR for FoodCo a franchise food company 

which includes – Muffin Break & Jamaica Blue. 

Michele struggled to pick a favourite country 

listing at least ten places she loves.  Overall 

Melbourne wins out as the best place to be for food, 

fashion and arts which Michel loves.  Her favourite 

dish is whatever she can serve up to others and the 

maximum she’s cooked for is 1,000people.  

Michele’s favourite cuisine is Italian. 

 

 
 

Changeover 
 

Save the date – Wednesday 24th June 

 

 
 

Frank and Tania are working on the details – likely 

to include various venues (your homes!). 

 
Now that up to twenty guests are allowed at 

people’s homes, we could have a number of 

Changeover dinner parties connected by Zoom.  

 

It would provide the same social connection on 

each table (home) that you would have in a normal 

function, but the interaction with the guests on 

other “tables” would be digital (Zoom). The formal 

parts of the evening would certainly be connected 

by Zoom. 

 

 

 



 

CHADDY CHATTER 
Monday 1st June 2020 

 

    2 | P a g e  

Rotary Grace: For good food, good fellowship and the opportunity to serve through Rotary – we give thanks. 

 

 

Rotary Chadstone East Malvern Zoom 

Meeting – each Wednesday. 

 

Note the NEW zoom connection! 

 
Topic:   RCEM Weekly Meeting 
Time:   5:45pm to 7:00pm 

 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/93401149432 

Meeting ID: 934 0114 9432 
Password: 780189 

 
By phone:     +61 3 7018 2005 Australia 

Meeting ID:  934 0114 9432 
Password:     780189 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Speakers 

Wednesday 3rd June 
Pres. Tania & P.E. Frank – Changeover in the 

time of Covid 19. 

Jo & P.E. Frank – funerals in the time of Covid19 

 
 

Wednesday 10th June 
George Bassili 

Trends in Technology 

 

Wednesday 17th June 
International Team Update (TBC). 

 

Wednesday 24th June 

Changeover 
(We did say to save the date!) 

 

 

District Assembly 

Pres. Tania 
 

The District 9800 Assembly was a resounding 

success from all the stories I’ve heard and 

incredibly I heard it saved over $40,000 due to it 

being on-line.  Not only were the main 

presentations relevant and inspiring during the time 

we find ourselves in but reports from the various 

breakout sessions were equally positive.  

The biggest comment was people enjoyed not 

having to travel to attend and that people who in the 

past were unable to attend were able to participate.  

I see this being an option for future events in 

Rotary.   

Over 320 people attended and Chadstone/East 

Malvern Rotary was well represented with Frank, 

Lyle, Louise, Paul, Tracey, Sandi and me 

attending. The organisers did a great job putting it 

all together as we all stay apart due to Covid-19. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/93401149432?pwd=RHVCZW9kT1VmS3VSZUVPNGR0dHk0Zz09
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Board Meeting 

 
The Board discussed a number of items, including 

our limited fundraising income this year. The 

Board decided to use some of the reserves we have 

built up over the years to keep various projects and 

commitments running. Close consideration of 

projects in the year ahead will be required given 

future financial constraints. 

The Board approved a contribution of $5,000 to 

Foundation. 

The Board noted the Treasurer’s cashflow forecasts 

including work to be completed acquiring and 

installing water tanks in Vanuatu. RCEM is also 

supplying additional Days for Girls kits and WaSH 

training in Cambodia.  

Closer to home we approved the payment of two 

half bursaries for Currajong School continuing our 

long association. 

Frank will take a proposal to the Community Team 

for $1,167 representing a 1/3 contribution from 

RCEM along with other Stonnington Cluster clubs 

for a caravan to be refurbished and sent to the 

Bairnsdale region as part of the District bushfire 

response. 

Fundraising isn’t dead – we are working on 

protocols for restarting BBQ’s and The Market. We 

are also considering an online shop to sell 

preserves, honey and other items – e.g. Christmas 

Cakes and Trees. 

 

 

 
 

2020-21 
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Foundation 
Like RCEM, many of our Members make regular 

contributions to Foundation – our Rotary Charity.  

 

This year donations to the Australian Rotary 

Foundation Trust are down. That is hardly 

surprising given how generous Australians have 

been to appeals for drought, bushfire and flood, not 

to mention the havoc wreaked upon people by the 

impact of Covid19 on our economy. 

If you can donate to Foundation, please do. If you 

would like to receive some more information on 

how to do this, please contact Alick. 

  
 

 


