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Rotary Grace: For good food, good fellowship and the opportunity to serve through Rotary – we give thanks. 

 

 

From the President 
 

Once again we had a good rollup to our Wednesday 

evening meeting. Lovely to see so many people and 

hear their news. 

Tracey spoke briefly about the damage caused by 

tropical cyclone Harold in Vanuatu. The cyclone 

missed the main city Vila but gave the northern 

island of Santo a fair touch-up. Progress Pikinini is 

running a fundraising campaign – take a look at . 

Tracey also advised she had been nominated for a 

courage award with the Stroke Foundation of 

Australia. The awards will be announced in May. 

Good luck Tracey.  

Ros, Christina and Louise each relayed details of 

the start of the new school term. Clearly a huge 

amount of work has been done to prepare for online 

teaching. Ros had to help a colleague find her class 

– too many video meeting links in the calendar! 

Initial teething problems are being worked through 

as everyone adjusts to a new way of delivering and 

learning. 

Christina has been staying in regular contact with 

her daughter Rosemary who is teaching in the UK 

and keeping supplied up to her elderly parents. 

From a socially acceptable distance of course. 

Former member Mel Gray and wife Pam have 

escaped from Italy where they had been living for 

most of the last 12 months. They are now in 

quarantine in a hotel in Melbourne, probably a 

mere 500 metres from their very own apartment. 

A big week of wedding anniversaries for Frank & 

Jo, Bernard & Vali, and David & Julie. Romantic 

dinners at home we presume! 

And a very happy birthday to Cheryl on Monday 

20th!! 

We will have a Board meeting this week on 

Thursday evening. 

 
 
 

Rotary Chadstone East Malvern Zoom 

Meeting – each Wednesday 

 
We have our first online speaker! Simone Dudley 

from Therapy Connect will speak to us about 

online delivery of various allied health services. 

 

Simone Dudley BAppSc(OT), Grad Cert Hlth 

Sc(OT), BA Ed (Primary) 

  

Simone is a registered occupational therapist and 

Co-Director of Therapy Connect, a unique allied 

health practice providing a range of allied health 

services exclusively online via tele-practice. 

Simone lives regionally and is both passionate and 

committed to the role of tele-practice as a service 

delivery model to facilitate both choice and 

increased access to allied health services, 

especially for those in rural and remote regions. 

  

Therapy Connect has established a client base 

across Australia and reaches overseas into 

Asia. Therapy Connect has been featured in 

Occupational Therapy Australia and Speech 

Pathology Australia publications, and received 

industry and health network innovation awards 

over the past five years.  

 

Therapy Connect has partnered with The 

University of Sydney in research, is published in 

the Journal of Developmental and Physical 

Disabilities and co-authored Tele-practice 

Guidelines for Allied Health Services.  
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Simone lives on a farm with her husband and 

three children near Deniliquin, NSW. She is a 

former Rotary Exchange student. 

 

We are pleased to say our weekly meetings are 

back – on Zoom. 

Date:               Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

Time:               6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Zoom link:       https://zoom.us/j/910431520 
Password:          005810         

By Phone:       Dial in number is:       03 7018 2005 

                         Meeting ID:                  910 431 520 

                           Password:                      005810  
 

Articles lifted from the District 9800 

Facebook page – check it out! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/D9800discussi

on/ 
 

 

BusyFeet Video 
Thanks to some wonderful work by Fran & Lydia, 

BusyFeet now has a video for the students to follow 

while they can’t attend classes during the Covid19 

lockdown. It has already been distributed to all the 

parents of current BusyFeet dancers. 

It is now saved to YouTube where it will be kept 

for use within the existing BusyFeet groups until 

BusyFeet decides how they may wish to share or 

promote it further. https://youtu.be/1xocrA8rYhQ 
 

NYSF NEWS 

 
 

Check out this great video created in Bendigo on 

the National Youth Science Forum. Rotary 

collaborates with NYSF to select and provide the 

student participants each year. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca6r-

XC01lA&authuser=0 

Congratulations to the wonderful Lynne Cooper 

who has been coordinating the efforts for Rotary 

Youth programs for the Bendigo clubs for many 

years. 

 

Rotary Founder Paul Harris 
(From Rotary International Website) 

Rotary started with the vision of one man — Paul 

P. Harris.  

Harris was born on 19 April 1868 in Racine, 

Wisconsin, USA. At age 3, he moved to 

Wallingford, Vermont, where he grew up in the 

care of his paternal grandparents. He attended the 

University of Vermont and Princeton University 

and received his law degree from the University of 

Iowa in 1891. 

https://zoom.us/j/910431520?pwd=ZlZ1UUxuQjFtRnBuaHB6VGFaS3RaQT09
https://www.facebook.com/groups/D9800discussion/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/D9800discussion/
https://youtu.be/1xocrA8rYhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca6r-XC01lA&authuser=0&fbclid=IwAR1ax-8VT3ExBtWLLa_AB804nsU9KN_7_3ZRzByLnm1FqhDQS9Dj4A-nx0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca6r-XC01lA&authuser=0&fbclid=IwAR1ax-8VT3ExBtWLLa_AB804nsU9KN_7_3ZRzByLnm1FqhDQS9Dj4A-nx0c
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In 1896, Harris settled in Chicago and opened a law 

practice. Four years later, he met fellow attorney 

Bob Frank for dinner on Chicago’s North Side. 

They walked around the area, stopping at shops 

along the way. Harris was impressed that Frank 

was friendly with many of the shopkeepers. He had 

not seen this kind of camaraderie among 

businessmen since moving to Chicago and 

wondered if there was a way to channel it, because 

it reminded him of growing up in Wallingford.  

“The thought persisted that I was experiencing only 

what had happened to hundreds, perhaps 

thousands, of others in the great city. ... I was sure 

that there must be many other young men who had 

come from farms and small villages to establish 

themselves in Chicago. ... Why not bring them 

together? If others were longing for fellowship as I 

was, something would come of it.” 

Harris eventually persuaded several business 

associates to discuss the idea of forming an 

organization for local professionals. On 23 

February 1905, Harris, Gustavus Loehr, Silvester 

Schiele, and Hiram Shorey gathered at Loehr’s 

office in downtown Chicago for what would 

become known as the first Rotary club meeting. 

In February 1907, Harris was elected the third 

president of the Rotary Club of Chicago. Toward 

the end of his presidency, he worked to expand 

Rotary beyond the city. Some club members 

resisted, not wanting to take on the additional 

financial burden. But Harris persisted, and by 1910, 

Rotary had expanded to several other major U.S. 

cities. 

Harris recognized the need to form a national 

association with an executive board of directors. In 

August 1910, Rotarians held their first national 

convention in Chicago, where the 16 existing clubs 

unified as the National Association of Rotary Clubs 

(now Rotary International). The new association 

unanimously elected Harris as its president. 

At the end of his second term as Rotary president, 

Harris resigned, citing ill health and the demands 

of his professional practice and personal life. He 

was elected president emeritus by convention 

action, a title he held until his death. 

• Read about the education of Paul Harris 

In the mid-1920s, Harris became actively involved 

in Rotary again, serving as the public face of the 

organization. To promote membership and service, 

he attended conventions and visited clubs 

throughout the world, often accompanied by his 

wife, Jean. 

Harris died on 27 January 1947 in Chicago at age 

78, after a prolonged illness. Before his death, he 

made it known that he preferred contributions to 

The Rotary Foundation in lieu of flowers. By 

coincidence, days before he died, Rotary leaders 

had committed to a major fundraising effort for the 

Foundation.  

Upon news of his death, Rotary created the Paul 

Harris Memorial Fund as a way to solicit these 

donations. Rotarians were encouraged to 

commemorate the late founder of Rotary by 

contributing to the fund, which would be used for 

purposes dear to Harris’ heart. In the 18 months 

following his death, The Rotary Foundation 

received $1.3 million, which helped support the 

Foundation’s first program — scholarships for 

graduate study abroad.  

 

https://www.rotary.org/en/history-education-paul-harris

